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- January 10, 2013 
- Updated January 11, 2013 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has again delayed action in its highly 
controversial into contaminated drinking water in Pavillion, Wyoming. 

Tanks hold natural gas condensate and mark the spot of producing gas wells in the Pavillion 
field, in Fremont County, Wyo., in the heart of the Wind River Indian Reservation. The 

Environmental Protection Agency said it found chemicals that are used in gas drilling in water 
wells near this site. (Abrahm Lustgarten/ProPublica) 
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That draft report, released publicly in December 2011, alleged that chemicals commonly 
associated with hydraulic fracturing- or "fracking" - indeed contributed to contaminated 
drinking water in the tiny, rural farming community. 

The report set off a firestorm of criticism from both Wyoming officials and Pavillion natural gas 
field operator EnCana Oil & Gas USA, taking aim at the EPA's methodology, data and 
conclusions. In the controversy, a scientific peer review required to finalize the draft report has 
been continually delayed. 

This week's news of yet another delay further frustrated stakeholders on all sides of the issue, 
including some Pavillion area residents who believe the EPA' s investigation - and conclusions 
mentioned in the draft report - is the most reliable information on the matter. 

"What it really means for us is months and months of waiting and still being exposed to impacts 
that we've suffered all along and having no resolution,'' Pavillion area rancher John Fenton told 
WyoFile. "Go ahead and extend public comment, but allow the peer review go forward ..... I'm 
trying to find out who requested this." 

A spokesman for EnCana Oil & Gas USA said the company was equally disappointed. 

"This issue goes to our reputation and we take this very seriously and we don't beleive the issues 
in Pavillion are related to our oil and gas operation,'' EnCana spokesman Doug Hock told 
WyoFile. "It's a disservice to us and a disservice to people of Pavillion and to the state of 
Wyoming." 

Hock said EnCana had prepared several third party reports from geologists, hydrologists and 
other experts to submit to EPA next week. The reports essentially are a critique of EPA' s 
groundwater investigation, which EnCana believes has been proven scientifically invalid. 

That question of validity, however, cannot be officially answered until- and unless - a peer 
review weighs in on the matter. 
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